Mosby’s Men!   The Ride, September 24-27, 2009

THE BIG PICTURE:


The ride, which will cover approx 40 miles over 3 days thru the horse country of Fauquier County, VA (in the heart of “Mosby’s Confederacy”), will be conducted in conjunction with the 250th Anniversary of the founding of Fauquier County.   Our route will take us from the junction of the Rappahannock and Hazel Rivers (near Freeman’s Ford and Brandy Station), north through the county, through Warrenton, where we will march in the Warrenton Heritage Day Parade on Saturday, and end on Sunday at Steeplechase Grounds at Great Meadows.  This is a serious ride through pasture, woods and over hills.   Riders and horses must be fit enough to cover 15 miles in a day, much of it up and down hill.   Shoes are recommended; we will travel on blacktop/concrete occasionally and  in the Town of Warrenton for the parade, but the route does indeed include gravel road and rocky hills as well as some mud.   Confederate troopers will portray Mosby’s men, with opposing forces action provided by the pursuing Federals.   Hay and grain provided.  Most meals provided.

THE DETAILS:


Unit organization:



CS:  We will form a company, to be organized Friday AM.  Neither Mosby or his men worn rank and neither will we.  Leave your reenactment unit rank at home; everybody should wear the uniform of a private and without any rank insignia.   We will form sections and platoons making every reasonable effort to keep reenactment unit troopers together.  The highest rank in the field will be the Captain commanding the company (Commander Terry Treat, The Black Horse Troop).  Platoon Leaders will by appointed by the Captain based upon reenactment unit strength in attendance and experience.   Platoon leaders will appoint their organization by the same criteria. 



US:  Organization, rank structure and leaders to be determined by the Federal commander,  Darryl Markijohn. 


Equipment:



All troopers:  Spare your horse and pack lightly.   To assist you in this effort, and to avoid an exercise in misery training, baggage vehicles will haul your bedding between campsites.  No cots or tents.  We will haul for you a modest size duffel bag or 5 gal plastic bucket w/ lid.  Mark it with you name and reenactment unit.  If it is loose and/or not marked, it is your own fault should it get lost.   Retrieve your stuff from the baggage vehicle when it arrives in camp and return it to before we depart in the morning to resume the ride.  We do suggest you prepare your saddle and determine what you are taking in advance as there is little room at the start point for parking.  You will need to pull what you are taking out of your trailer and get it to the end point without sorting and evaluating what to take at the last minute.



CS weapons and uniform:  Pistols only (2 or 3 is reasonable) with plenty of rounds.  We are Mosby’s Men…no sabers or carbines (won’t that be a welcome relief!).   Uniform is any period attire you wish to wear, to include civilian.  No rank insignia.



US weapons and uniform:  As determined by the Federal Commander. 



Bugle and Guidon:  None for CS; Mosby signaled using a fox hunting whistle. Appropriate for US.


Logistics:



Horse rations:  Hay and horse feed provided at each campsite. If you have a special feed requirement, pack it up in a sturdy container and label with you name and unit.   Do not give us a standard paper bag of feed; it will not survive the rough handling of the baggage vehicle. 



Trooper rations:  We have sponsors who are providing our meals for Fri (breakfast, lunch, and dinner), Sat (breakfast, lunch and dinner), and Sunday breakfast.  Bring a haversack with plate and utensils (or put in saddle bags) and bring a cup.  Note the need for plates and utensils is is a change from previous information.  At registration, you can receive a coupon for a free combo meal at a local McDonalds to be used on shuttle return on Thursday.



Water:  Plenty available at campsites and on route for men and mounts.  Carry your canteen.



Sanitation:  Portajohns at campsites. 



Picketlines:  We will have picketlines at all locations but free free to bring lines if you wish, especially if you wish to picket your horses seperately. 



Vet:   On call.



Farrier:  Available at campsites. 



Horse breakdowns:  Chase vehicle with horse trailer will shadow the column.  (Trooper breakdowns not permitted and will result in on-the-spot execution…only kidding…EMT on call.)   Shuttle driver can stop at a McDonald in Bealton (open until 1 am on the return trip to use coupon for a free meal of your chosing.



Rig shuttle:  We will begin shuttles in groups of 6-8 rigs on Thu as soon as the first group is ready to roll.   The last shuttle will depart at around 11PM.   If you miss the last shuttle on Thu, you will leave your rig at the start point until we arrange to pick you up in camp on Fri or Sat night to do your shuttle.


Schedule (most times are best guess) :



Thu, Sep 24:  Arrive at start point, check in at registration, quickly unload your horse and equipment, and line up your rig for the shuttle.  Shuttle guide vehicles will stop at a fast food place on the way back to camp for those who wish to use their coupon.  



Fri, Sep 25:  Reveille after dawn, stable call, breakfast, stand to horse for organizational formation at 0730.   Briefing by historian Bud Hall.  Depart on ride.  Arrive in camp outside Warrenton at 1700; stable call and dinner.



Sat, Sep 26:  Reveille after dawn, stable call, coffee, and depart early  for ride into Warrenton for breakfast at parade staging area; ceremony at 1000, parade begins at 1100. Lunch in Warrenton. Continue ride to day camp; break, stable call and light dinner.  Advance party departs for night camp; main body waits until dark.  Night ride with torches to night camp.

                                             or


Sat, Sep 26:  Reveille after dawn, coffee, then depart for ride into Warrenton to the horse show grounds for stable call and breakfast at American Legion hall, then to parade staging area about 0930; pin ceramony at 1000-parade begins at 1100.  Lunch in Warrenton (Country Cookin). Continue ride to day camp; break, stable call and light dinner.  Advance party departs for night camp; main body waits until dark.  Night ride with torches to night camp.



Sun, Sep 27:  Reveille after dawn, stable call, breakfast, finish ride to rig location, arrive about 1300, dismissal. 

